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Sunday February 20, 2011
First milestone reached housing 50 vulnerable homeless people
Fifty vulnerable people experiencing homelessness in Brisbane have now been housed in permanent long-term accommodation. Today’s milestone follows more than six months of work on the 50 Lives 50 Homes campaign. The campaign involves community organisations, government and businesses.
Today marks the end of the first phase of the campaign and sees 50 Lives 50 Homes move on to housing the next 50 who are most vulnerable. In June last year volunteers and community workers conducted an extensive survey with Brisbane’s rough sleepers.

“This is great progress towards our vision of ending homelessness,” says spokesperson Karyn Walsh. “It is a fantastic result for the people who have now been housed and for all those who work tirelessly on the 50 Lives 50 Homes campaign.

“We are extremely excited to have completed the first phase of the campaign and now look forward to moving onto the next stage. This will see another 50 people from the register placed in permanent housing. 

“50 Lives 50 Homes also works to make sure that people remain housed. The campaign works with community organisations to provide support to people housed through 50 Lives 50 Homes. This support works towards overcoming difficulties that could lead to a person becoming homeless again,” says Karyn.

The June survey interviewed 231 people who were experiencing homelessness. The volunteers used a Vulnerability Index to form a baseline registry of people sleeping rough and their healthcare needs.

The survey revealed that 65% of Brisbane’s homeless people have significant chronic health conditions, indicating a high risk of mortality. Many experience a considerable level of disability and the length of time they have been homeless is alarming – the average is 6.31 years among the most vulnerable, with many people sleeping rough for decades.

“Micah Projects would like to acknowledge the leadership of Karen Struthers, Minister for Community Services, Housing and Minister for Women, for supporting the campaign,” says Karyn. “We thank the Department of Communities, Housing and Homelessness Services for establishing a dedicated housing allocation process that matches people from the 50 Lives 50 Homes register to appropriate, permanent housing,” she says.
50 Lives 50 Homes was made possible with the support of the Mater Foundation, a partnership with Mater Health Services, 4Walls, St Vincent de Paul Housing and many community organisations as well as almost 100 volunteers.

For more information contact:

Karyn Walsh 0413 619 785   or   Mark Jeffery 0419 732 583
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