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Saturday 7 May 2011

Welfare reforms should resolve issues of poverty, not create them 
Plans by the Australian Government to cut income to teen parents not actively studying of seeking work fail to recognise the complex challenges and systems that can trap young parents in poverty. 

Community organisation Micah Projects warns that punitive measures instead of incentive based programs with specialist and experienced services will create poverty, not address it.
“Young parenting women tell us that respecting and acknowledge their choices and decisions is key in supporting them to re-engage with education, training and employment,” says Micah Projects Coordinator, Karyn Walsh. 

“Valuing their role as a parent, while actively supporting them to make decisions about their family and their own personal goals is critical. For many of these young women the decision to return to education and training is seen as an important goal for themselves and for their family however the practical barriers of childcare, transport and cost of study often prevent them from reaching these goals.
“Our concern is that the program does not adequately reflect the complex issues for young parents and parents of all ages. Services are required that can be sufficiently flexible and comprehensive to address issues not only of childcare, but also of housing, health, transport, social and emotional support,” says Karyn.

“Micah Projects is eager to support any initiative that re-engages young parents with education, training and employment; however, the correct analysis of what is needed is critical, and the investment in learning centres integrated with family support services, early childcare programs and childcare can provide flexibility and responsiveness must be a major part of the strategy.
“While we are pleased that Government will fund childcare and other services as part of the trial, the existing services that have been highlighted to provide case management and family support often do not have the specialist knowledge and skills to adequately meet the needs of young families. Programs such as the Queensland Government’s Participate in Prosperity have demonstrated that parents of all ages require support to address the systemic barriers to education and employment.” 

“Young parents everywhere should receive the support they require to engage in education and work, not just the ten locations to be announced in the trial,” says Karyn.
Brisbane community organisation Micah Projects has worked with young parents for 16 years through the Young Mothers for Young Women and Participate in Prosperity programs.

For more information Karyn Walsh 0413 619 785 or Helen Styles 0400 331 871
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